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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
patent 6102449, Welsh in view of US patent 5848813, Albrecht. 

In regards to claims 1-10, Welsh discloses a coupling element, comprising: 

a male sealing element having a first end, second end, and a longitudinal axis 
extending between said first end and said second end, wherein said male sealing 
element has a generally cylindrical shape, wherein said male sealing element defines a 
fluid passageway therethrough for the transmission of fluid, wherein said male sealing 
element is slideably coupled to a ferrule (160), wherein said first end defines a conical 
sealing surface, wherein a female sealing element (132) defines a complementary 
conical geometry; and 

a biasing element (154) disposed between a retaining ring (170) and said ferrule 
for biasing said first end into direct abutting contact with said female sealing element 
with a biasing force sufficient to form a fluid-tight seal between said first end and said 
female sealing element. 

Welsh does not disclose the conical sealing surface having a mismatched angle 
to the female sealing element. Albrecht teaches a conical sealing surface (32) having a 
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mismatched angle to the female sealing element (22) "to ensure that said seal surface 
of the male portion seats on an inner diameter of the seal surface of the female portion 
so that fluid sealing takes place at a minimum diameter of said mating seal surfaces" 
(col. 2, lines 20-24). Since both Welsh and Albrecht are concerned with tapered sealing 
surfaces, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to fabricate the conical sealing surface with a mismatched 
angle to the female sealing element to ensure that said seal surface of the male portion 
seats on an inner diameter of the seal surface of the female portion so that fluid sealing 
takes place at a minimum diameter of said mating seal surfaces, as taught by Albrecht. 
Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron M. Dunwoody whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7080. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Aaron M Dunwoody/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3679 



